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| NTRODUCTI ON

The Dom nion Cbservatory, constructed in 1902-4, was established
to aid and inprove the survey work of western Canada, through the
I nvestigation and application of positional astronony. From t he
outset, however, its founders saw an expanded role for the

Dom nion (oservatory as a centre for astronomcal and geophysical
research. It persued both sciences with distinction until 1970,
when the astronony activities of the observatory were taken over
by the National Research Council. The observatory continues its
work in geophysics under the mantle of the Geological Survey of
Canada, which now occupies the building (Figures | - 6).

The Dom nion Cbservatory was designed as a |aboratory and
research centre. lts basenent, transit house, done and

phot ography unit used to house telescopes, chrononeters and solar
cameras, to nention but a few of the sophisticated instrunents
that were once part of the establishment. Since 1970, the 15
inch equitorial telescope, which used to be housed beneath the
dome, and all other astronomcal instruments have been renoved.
The transit house has been converted to a library, the

phot ographic unit has become a drafting room and the remaining

| aboratories converted to offices, storage and |ibrary stacks.
The observatory's doae, the South Azinouth building and the Photo

Equitorial building have no function at present.  These latter
structures were built as shelters to protect scientific
equi pnent . In this report, therefore, they will be evaluated

like the transit house as extensions to the observatory, rather
than as separate buildings.

The observatory ranks anong the Dbest buildings designed by David
Ewart, the Chief Architect of the Department of Public Wrks.
Despite the renoval of the astronom cal instrunents and the
changes this has brought to the building, the Dom nion
(bservatory has retained its original character to a remarkable
degree. The observatory has been submtted to the Federal
Heritage Buildings Review Ofice because sone of its exterior
stonework is in very poor condition and requires imediate
attention.
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Thematic

Fol lowing Confederation in 1867, the federal governnent
negotiated with the Hudson's Bay Conpany and the British
governnent for the acquisition of Rupert's lands and the North-
West Territory. Once these lands were transferred to federal
hands in 1870, they had to be surveyed before they could be
settled and developed. For the next 30 years, therefore,
surveyors criss-crossed the vast area, providing boundary,
railway and land surveys. Their work depended upon the
measurenent of latitude and |ongitude which, in turn, required a
know edge of correct tine. In those years, this could only be
obtai ned through astronony. The indispensable role of astronony
to the survey of western Canada, led directly to the
establishment of the Domnion Observatory. The calibre of the
\%\orkcger(fjorrred by the new observatory, won international acclaim
or nada.

The Dom nion Cbservatory was the first of only three Canadi an
observatories where advanced astronom cal research was carried
out in the first half of the 20th century.® It was established
by three individuals who had worked with the survey teans,
Edouard Gaston Deville, WIliam Frederick King and Qto Julius
Klotz. Wen Deville was appointed Surveyor-Ceneral in 1885, he
recommended that a permanent observatory be established in OQtawa
to inmprove and accelerate the survey work. Five years later an
observatory was built on diff Street on the site of the present-
day Suprene Court building. That sane year Deville appointed
King as the "Chief Astrononert” of the departnent. Kl otz joined
the observatory a year later.?

King soon found the site of the observatory inadequate, anong
other things it had no clear view to the east and west, and he

| obbied for the construction of a much larger "National
Cbservatory" building on a better site. It was King also who
recomrended that the work of the Astronony Departnent be expanded
to include pure science, reasoning that since astronony touched
on many disciplines, the work of the departnent could advance and
stinulate scientific investigation throughout the country. In a
meno headed "Stimulus to Science throughout the Domnion," King
outlined the inpact he thought such research would have on the
country:

The advancement of... "pure" science. ..neans public benefit
in many directions, benefits which nmay be quite unforeseen
by the scientific investigator, but which the history of

I ndustrial devel opnent shows is sure to follow A
government cannot well afford to leave its interest in this
direction wholly in the hands of foreign investigators, for
each country has its own special problens to solve. Hence
the advancement of science is a matter of national concern,
worthy of careful consideration on the part of the
Government . 3
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King's persuasive reasoning won the day and he and Klotz becane
the co-founders of the Dom nion Cbservatory. The decision to
build a new observatory was taken in March 1899. Sifton asked
the Mnister of Public Wrks to set aside $10,075 for the
building in the spending estinates, which the Department of
Public Wrks increased to $16,000. After some delay, in June
1901 the north end of the Central Experinmental Farm was chosen as
the location for the institution. The construction contract was
signed by the Departnment of Public Wrks and Theophile Viau of
Hull on 28 August 1902. Construction of the done was undertaken
by the Warner and Swasey Co. of Oeveland, Chio.* The building
was conpleted in June 1904 at a cost of $110, 047 (Figure 7).°
Uﬁon conpletion of the main building, in My 1905 work began on
the extension known as the transit house, where the neridian
circle telescope and transit instruments, used for the

determ nation of tinme, longitude and star positions, were to be
I nstal | ed. This part of the building was conpleted in Novenber
(Figure 8). Installation of the telescope, however, proved
conplicated and it did not becone fully operational until 1911.

In order for the meridian circle telescope to function properly
It was necessary to define the azinmouth - the arc of the horizon
between the north or the south point and the point where the
celestial great circle, passing through a heavenly body and the
zenith, cuts the horizon. Defining the azinouth, therefore,
required position marks north and south of the telescope. These
were placed below ground beneath two piers. A telescope, which
could be seen by tha nmeridian circle telescope, was placed on
each pier. These "meridian" piers were initially enclosed by
wooden shelters, but in 1912 they were housed in snall stone
buildings (Figures 6 and 9). Known as the North and South
Azimouth buildings, they were lined up with the prime neridian.
The North Azinouth building has since been renoved, a victim of
the wdening of Carling Avenue in the early 1960s.

The Dom nion Cbservatory was occupied by the Astrononmy Division
of the Departnent of the Interior. The division was responsible
for boundary-line survey services, tine service and neridian
work, all of which came under the heading of positional or
fundanental astronony, the practical aspects of the science. The
observatory remained a world |leader in these fields until the
1970s, by which time, tine keeping was no |onger determned by
the stars. CGeophysics was a second area of scientific work in
\l/\/ni 8h the observatory quickly becane a national and international
eader.

In the first decade of its existence, the observatory was the
only Canadian centre for the study of astrophysics. Its research
in this field lead to the establishnent of the only other centres
for astronomcal research in Canada before the Second Wrld Wr,
the Dom nion Astrophysical Observatory in Victoria, British
Colunbia (built in 1915-17) and the David Dunlop Coservatory
(built i6n 1933) for astrophysical research at the University of
Toront o.
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Astrophysics involved stellar photography and in the beginning
the Astrophysical Branch nounted the 15 inch equatorial telescope
with an 8 inch photographic telescope. This proved to be
unsatisfactory as it interfered with the other work of the

tel escope and it was decided to acquire a separate photographic
camera, which was delivered in 1912. A special structure known
as the Photo Equitorial building was constructed to house the
phot ographic tel escope. It was conpleted in the summer of 1914
(Figures 5 and 9).” On octagonal structure surnounted by a dome

14 teet in dianeter, it has an interior spiral stairway to the
done and a snall dark-room for |oading the photographic plates.?
In addition to the stellar camera, the observatory ac?uired a
coelostat - a flat mrror for tracking the sun and reflecting the
image - which was set up behind the observatory (Figure 9). The
devel opnent of the photographic plates took place in the

| aboratory on the second floor, where a large north facing w ndow
permtted the plates to be developed by natural light (Figure 8).
In this room the scientists carried out experinents wth a
variety of colour enulsions.

The scientific interests of the Cbservatory have changed wth
tinme, but the basic progranmmes begun at the turn of the century
have survived. Wth the establishnent of the Dom nion
Astrophysical (Ooservatory, research in astrophysics receded and,
followwng the formation of a separate Geodetic Survey of Canada
in 1917, practical work reasserted itself, focusing once again on
geophysics, and tine and positional astronony.® In the 1958-3,
after years of nundane practical work, the observatory under a
new director became heavily involved in the undevel oped field of
Imetgor astronony, a subject in which it continues to be a world
eader.

Astrononers renmained in the building until 1970, when thanks to
the continuing inportance of its research, the observatory becane

a victimof its own success. In that year, the governnent
consol idated astronom cal research with the National Research
Council. The geophysics responsibilities of the Dom nion

(bservatory were retained in the Earth Physics Branch. A further
consolidation took place in 1986, which saw Earth Physics
absorbed into the Ceological Survey of Canada under the
Departnent of Energy, Mnes and Resources. The work of the
observatory and its surrounding associated buildings is now
concentrated in the fields of seisnology, gravity, geodynam cs
and magnetics, as well as - in the studies of ground tenperature
and perma frost terrains.

Per son/ Event

Many excellent astronomers and geophysicists have been associated
with the Domnion Cbservatory, however, its co-founders WIIliam
Frederick King (1854-1916) and Qto Julius Kotz (1852-1923),
together with John Stanley Plaskett (1865-1941) who joined the
teamin 1903, remain its nost illustrious stars.

King, a superb nathematician, worked as a |land surveyor and
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t opographi cal surveyor in western Canada before being appointed
Chief Astrononer of the Department of the Interior in 1890. Hi s
determnation to pursue pure scientific research commtted the
observatory to the study of spectroscopic binaries, or stellar
spectroscopic work. So good was the observatory's research on
binary astronony that, by 1910, it had become a world centre for
work on double stars. Wthin a few short years, it outgrew the
15 inch equitorial telescope and King oversaw the acquisition of
a 72 inch telescope for the Dom nion Astrophysical GCoservatory.
In addition to his work at the observatory, King was president of
the Royal Society of Canada and founding president of the Otawa
centre of the Royal Astronomcal Society of Canada. H's
outstanding contribution to astronony has been comrenorated wth
a plaque by the Historic Sites and Mnunents Board of Canada.

Qta Julius Kotz succeeded King as Director of the Qbservatory.
A man who thoroughly enjoyed field work, he established positions
along the CPR right-of-way through British Colunbia in 1885,
participated on the team that determned the |ongitude of

Montreal and in 1903-04 he extended the |ongitude from Vancouver
across the Pacific along the new cable route, closing the link
previously established from England eastward to Australia.?

Klotz introduced the study of geophysics to the observatory.
Under his supervision, the magnetic survey of Canada was begun
and conpleted from the observatory. In 1916, Kl otz established
the magnetic observatory at Meanook, Alberta, for recording
conpass variation, of great inportance in magnetic work. Thanks
to Klotz also the observatory became a |eader in the neasurenent
of Canada's gravity field. It was in seisnology, however, that
Klotz nmade his nost inportant and lasting contribution. He
produced the observatory's first recording of an earthquake in
January 1906, and on April 18th of that year, he was able to send
a seisnographic record of the San Fransico earthquake to the

O tawa newspapers.

John Stanley Plaskett was a brilliant astronomer who began his
career with the observatory by helping to design and construct'

i nstruments. Hs work on spectroscopic binaries was world class.
He proposed the acquisition of the 72 inch equitorial telescope,
at that tine the largest in the world, and he becane the first
Director of the Domnion Astrophysical Gbservatory. In
recognition of Plaskett's contribution in the field of
astrophysics, in 1984, a mnor planet was named for him and his
son, who was also an astrononer.

Local Devel opnent

The Dom ni on G)servatoro?/ was one of four major public buildings
constructed in Otawa during the expansionist years of the
WIlfrid Laurier government. Wen Laurier came to power in 1896,
the only notable Qtawa building erected by the federal
governnent since Confederation was the Lanegvin Building (1883-
89) . The Suprenme Court was then housed in an old stable, the
CGeol ogical Survey in a converted hotel and the Dom nion




6

(bservatory in inadequate facilities on diff Street. Disliking
what he saw, Laurier vowed to turn Qtawa into the "Wshington of
the North." Between 1900 and 1914, the city wtnessed the
erection of the Domnion Cbservatory, the Victoria Mnorial
Museum the Connaught Building and the Royal Mnt. These

prom nent governnent buildings announced Qtawa's metanorphosis
from lunmber town to capital city.™

King had predicted that "the erection of an observatory, provided
wth a good equatorial with which to reveal the wonders of the
heavens to menbers of parliament and other visitors, would throw
a certain glamour and i1nportance on the institution." He was
right. The telescope held an unending fascination for the Otawa
public and, from the time of its installation, Saturday nights
became the public night for viewng the stars. This service
continued for the better part of 65 years, attracting people of
all ages and from all walks of life. On nights of unusual
heavenly activity, the line of visitors could extend as far as
the main barn of the Central Experinental Farm

For many years, the observatory supplied the correct time to all
federal  governnent buildings. At the beginning, four insulated
wires ran from the observatory to the downtown. One pair
controlled the tine ball on Parliament H I, which was dropped at
noon and signalled the time to fire the noon-day gun, the second
pair divided into four branches and ran to clocks in the

governnent buildings on the hill and the Langevin building.
These "slave clocks" controlled tine dials in offices throughout
the buildings. In 1907 the tine service was extended to the

Mnt, the Post Ofice and to the Archives buildings. In 1909,
276 Otawa clocks were on the circuit. This service was
initially restricted to Otawa because time services in other
parts of the country were entrusted to the neteorological service
observatori es. In 1941 Domi nion Ooservatory tinme becane the
official time of the nation. '?

ARCHI TECTURE

Aest hetic Design

The Dom nion Ooservatory splendidly cloaks the functional needs
of an astronom cal observatory and research centre in the early
20th century ponmp and circunstance style of the WIfrid Laurier
gover nnent . A Dblend of Romanesque Revival and Edwardian

(A assicism its style conbines references to institutes of higher
learning with the contenporary taste for grandiloquent classical
buildings with interesting domes. This eclectic blend of styles
permtted the large heavy telescope to be seanlessly integrated
Into the architectural conposition. Because the building was
originally intended to stand on Parlianment HIIl, the Chief
Architect, David Ewart personally designed its principal facade
to ensure that the observatory would harnonize with existing
government buildings (Figure 10). King and Klotz, in turn, took
a keen interest in planning the building's research facilities
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(Figure 11).2 The result of such careful attention was an
exceptionally fine building, well suited to both its scientific
activities and to the governnment desire for a building which
woul d express the federal and the national nature of the

i nstitution.

The focus of the building's design is the octagonal tower, which
is four-storeys high and 34 feet in diameter. The tower houses a
13 foot dianeter prer, which rises from a concrete base in the
basement to the base of the donme, where it used to support the 15
inch telescope. The tower also functions as the main entrance to
the building. It is Banked by tw wngs, 49 feet square, which
recede at an angle of 15 degrees from the tower. The wi ngs
termnate in projecting bays. The dome, which until 1974 forned
the covering for the telescope, is hemspherical. The w ngs have
flat roofs, where telescopes and other astronomcal instrunments
used to be set up. Access to the roof was by way of a covered
entrance behind the done. This was renoved in the 1960s and
replaced by the present projecting elevator shaft (Conpare
Figures 2 and 8). The observatory used to have additional
covered entrances at either end of the building; however, the
west entrance was incorporated into the transit house extension
and, in nore recent tines, the east entrance was converted into
of fi ce space.

The building materials consist of a concrete basenent, |oad
bearing outer walls of Nepean and Sackville sandstone and a
concrete roof. The interior walls are brick. The roof is
reinforced with a steel frame. El sewhere, steel beans support
concrete floors.

From a design point of view, the building has two sides, a
principal public facade, upon which nost of the decorative
detailing has been |avished, and a functional side, where such
features as the skylight in the photographic |aboratory and the
curved projecting wall of the stairs, are a direct expression of
the building's functions. The two sides are harnonized by the
masonry work. The principal material is a buff coloured Nepean
sandstone with a rock-face finish. It is contrasted with a
snoot h-faced Sackville sandstone. This red stone inposes a
strong, organized pattern on the building by broadly framng the
wi ndows and doors, by running in uninterrupted string courses
around the building and by enphasizing the angular geonetry of
the octagonal tower.

Decoration is focused on the entrance way and drum of the done.
Here the Sackville sandstone is used for the heavy voussoirs and
supporting Romanesque columms which frane the door, as well as
for a promnent royal coat of arns above (Figure 12). The
decorative tenpo increases at the level of the drum Here the
focus is on a tightly packed line of brackets, a hall-mark of
Ewart designs. The brackets, in turn, draw attention to the drum
and copper donme. As befits the earlier time keeping function of
the observatory, at the centre of the drumis a large clock face.
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It is flanked br rows of w ndows framed by paired attached
colums with foliated capitals. The drumis encirled by a small
bal cony with wought-iron railings. The concentration of the
rust red sandstone in this area contrasts with the green copper
of the dome and surrounding natural |andscape of the farm giving
the buildi n? a vibrancy not found in other Qtawa federal

buil dings of this period.

The transit house, the South Azinmouth building and the Photo
Equitorial building were given the same elaborate exterior
treatnent as the observatory (Figures 3, 5 and 6). Like all the
housing for the large telescopes, which require an unobstructed
view of the sky and the same interior and exterior tenperature,
the transit house used to have a partially opened roof and slate
louvres in place of glass in the w ndow openings. |Its w ndows
were glazed and its roof sealed in the 1970s. The roof of the
South Azinouth building has also been sealed, however, it still
has its slate |ouvres.

The inspiration for the Domnion Cbservatory is uncertain. At a
meeting in January 1899, between King, Kotz and J. Fenning
Taylor of the Chief Architect's office, to discuss the design of
the future observatory, Kotz noted that the building's
architectural design nattered nore to Ewart than did its
scientific requirenents:

Taylor said [we] mght nake any changes in the plan of the
observatory but that M. Ewart doesn't want any change nade
in the elevation - This then is primarily to be an
architect's observatory, the astrononer counting for little
or nothing. Wwere in the wide world was ever an observatory
designed on these lines...

There was nore than a grain of truth in this observation, as the
charm ng appearance of the South Azimouth and Photo Equitorial
buildings illustrate. Wth one resenbling a small "nedievalt"
tower and the other an English Baroque tenpietto, Ewart was
clearly intent on designing a picturesque group of buildings,

whi ch would harnonize wth the natural setting of the site.

At the tine no observatory on this scale had been built in Canada
and, in 1900, Ewart took a short European tour in search of
inspiration for his magjor Qtawa buildings, which included the
Dom nion Cbservatory.™ It is possible that on this tour he
visited the fanous observatory in Paris (Figure 13) as well as
the Geenwich Oobservatory in London (Figure 14). Undoubtedly,
the design of the Dom nion Cbservatory, 1n turn, influenced the
the David Dunlop Observatory in Toronto (Figure 15).

Most of the changes to the building have either been in response
to the renoval of the instruments or to the need to insulate the
bui | di ng. In an effort to nake it nore weatherproof, for
exanple, in the 1960s, all the w ndows and the nain doors were
repl aced. Little or no care has been taken with the South
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Azimouth and Photo Equitorial buildings and they are now in a
poor state of repair; both inside and out.

Functional Desi an

The layout of the observatory was planned with help from King and
Klotz to accommbdate the requirements of a snall scientific
department (Figure 11). The care these nmen brought to the
exercise has neant that the building continues to function in a
satisfactory manner. The renoval of the neridian transit

tel escope provided much needed room for the overflowng library,
and the original photographic |aboratory has been easily
converted into a pleasant drafting room Only the drum and done
of the tower, the South Azimouth and Photo Equitorial buildings
remain non-functional.

Craftsmanship and Materials

A high quality of materials is found throughout the building, but
particularly on the exterior. where the Nepean and Sackville
sandstone, decorative wought iron and the green copper of the

dome all conbine to give the building its distinctive appearance.
The workmanship is of an equally high calibre. Rock-faced Nepean
sandstone laid in broken courses is carefully balanced with the
snmooth Sackville sandstone. The carving of the foliated capitals
of the colums flanking the entrance way, the incised letters
above the entrance and the Royal coat of arms are especially fine
(Figure 12). Unfortunately, the Sackville sandstone is spalling
in many places and several pieces have fallen off the facade.
These include the original Royal insignia, which used to ornanent
the roof line of the projecting west pavilion and the original
date stone on the projecting east pavilion. Similar problens
with the stone work: are evident on the South Azinouth and the
Photo Equitorial buildings. In the case of these two structures,
a waterproof coating may have been used on the exterior, to the
detriment of the stone. The wought-iron is noteworthy for its
intricately worked design of gothic and classical details, which
was designed to match the ironwork on the Parlianment buildings.

The interior of the observatory building is in excellent
condition and it has retained all the character of an early
federal government office building. The walls of its two
storeys, each 12 feet high, are built in a functional pressed
yellow brick. The two-toned, ceramc tiled floors are in very
good condition. The original high, noul ded base-boards and
panel | ed wooden office doors surnmounted by transom lights are all
still in place. As are nost of the original light fixtures.

Only the construction of the elevator shaft has caused damage to
the building. To install it within the curved staircase, the
original wought iron railings were renoved. However, a section
of the railings at the top of the stairs has been preserved. |[ts
busy pattern fits well with the rest of the interior details.
Because the elevator shaft projects through roof, it also effects
the exterior appearance of the building. Built in new, ms-
matching materials, it is the one jarring note in an otherw se
excel l ent conposition.
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The entrence has always functioned as a public infornmation
centre. In 1956, Jean Geuer, an enployee at the observatory and
a talanted artist, received permssion to decorate the ceiling of
the entrance lobby with a mural depicting the signs of the

zodi ac. Painted very nuch in the style and taste of the 1950s,
its sem-abstract design and pastel colour schene enhances the
rather functional appearance of the space.

Al though the 15 inch telescope was renoved to the Miseum of
Science and Technology, attenpts by the nuseum to dismantle the
dome were strenuously resisted by the observatory's director.
This novable, retractible done is still in good working order.

Archi tect

The Domnion CObservatory is an inportant building in David
Ewart's oeuvre. As Chief Architect from 1896 to 1914, with a
staff of 40 or nore, Ewart was responsible for the design of all
federal government buildings during the expansionist years of the
early 20th century.'®  Because of 1Its specific functional and
site requirements, the Dominion Cbservatory is smaller and |ess
promnently sited in the city than, for exanple, the Victoria
Mermorial Miseum the Domnion Archives, the Connaught Building
and the Royal Mnt; however, thanks to Ewart's insistence that
his design for the facade not be altered, the government acquired
an excellent building, which perfectly expresses its role as the
Dom ni on Cbservatory.

Site

At the time of construction, the location of the Dom nion
(bservatory was described as being "near the north gate of the
farm about half a mle northwest of the farm offices, and two
and a half mles from the Parliament Buildings."'” Kotz and an
assistant surveyed the property to obtain the precise siting and
angle for the building, which was necessary for the proper
working of the telescope. The crucial view was north to south,
therefore, the bulk of the building runs east to west.

Today, the 2.5 hectare site is bordered on the north by Carling
Avenue and on the west by Cbservatory drive, which runs from
Carling Avenue to the centre of the Experinmental Farm  The east
boundary is defined by the ﬁarki ng lot of the John Carlin
building, however, the south boundary is less well defined.

Early photos show that a |ow hedge separated the farm property
from the observatory. This-had disappeared by the 1940s, when
for the duration of the war the farm turned its gardens into
cultivated fields (Figure 9). The observatory sits on the

hi ghest point of land on the property.

The original structures consisted of the observatory, the North
and South Azimuth buildings, the Photo Eguitorial building and
the transit building. Shortly after the construction of the
observatory, the nachine shop was noved out of the building and
housed in its own shed on a corner of the property. The building
known as the "red barn' was also an early arrival to the site.
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It was built to house the standards |aboratory of the Ceodetic
Survey and to calibrate the chaining tapes. The Drector's house
was erected in 1910 on a site that appears not to have been part
of the original land grant. \Wen the Ceodetic Survey split from
the observatory in 1917, it was housed in a new building behind
the observatory (Figure 9). The GCeophysics building was
constructed in 1955. Until this date all changes to the site had
been in keeping with the nature of an expanding institution, but
in the early 1960s Carling Avenue was w dened, resulting in the

| oss of the North Azimouth building and the truncating of the
"“red barn" (Figure 18).

The |andscape remains nuch as it was when the observatory opened.
At that tine, the curved driveway was laid out and gardeners from
the Experinental Farm planted the trees. An early photograph
shows flower beds in front of the observatory tower (Figure 7),
but when Kotz became director, he decided that a flowerbed
sundial was the nobst appropriate |andscape feature for the
observatory. The sundial is still in place in front of the main
entrance.

Setting

To use the words of the Chief Astrononer in 1902, the primary
requi rement of an observatory is "a clear view of the heavens.”
To this nmust be added, distance and isolation from other
bui | di ngs, whose lights can interfere with the work of the
astronomers. It was with this in mnd that the raised site on
the experinental farm was chosen. The Dom nion Gbservatory
building remains the focus of a group of harnonious buildings.
The area around the observatory has been altered by the
encroaching city to the north, and by the construction of the
multi-storey John Carling building to the east. Neverthel ess,
Carling Avenue, and the Experinental Farm provide inportant
barriers which protect and nmaintain the original character of the
"observatory campus."

Landmar k

The dome of the Domnion Chservatory rises above the tree-line on
the north edge of the Experinental Farm in clear view of Carling
Avenue. The building's distinctive shape and colour, as well as
its long and inportant involvenent with city life, has made it
one of the nost well-known and easily recognizable of CQtawa's
public buildings. Thanks to the attraction of its telescope,
many thousands of citizens, have passed through its doors and
clinbed up to its done. Despite the fact that it no |onger has
its telescope, city guides continue to list the Dom nion
Cbservatory as one of nost inportant buildings in Qtawa.
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1 The Dominion Observatory, Ottawa, Ontario; built 1902-04,
David Ewart, architect; the principal fagade. (Department
of Fnergy, Mines and Rescources, 1992.)

2 The Dominion Observatory, rear facgade. (Department of
Energy, Mines and Resources, 1992.)




THE DOMINION OBSERVATORY, OTTAWA, ONTARIO

3 The Dominion Observatory, showing the transit house built,
1905. (Department of Enerqgy, Mines and Resources, 1992.)

4 The Dominion Observatory; the west wing and transit house.
(Department of Enerqy, Mines and Resources, 1992.)
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The Photo Equitorial Building, built 1914.
Energy, Mines and Resources, 1992.)

{Department of
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The Scuth Azimouth Building, built,
Energy, Mines and Resources, 1992.)

1912.

({Department of
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7 The Dominion Observatory, pre 1216. (Jarrell, The Cold
Light of Day, n.p..)

8 The Dominion Observatory in 1905 showing the partially
completed transit house. (Courtesy of J. H. Hodgscn.)
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The Dominion Observatory and surrounding buildings in 1946:
1, Dominion Observatory, 2, Photo Egquitorial building, 3,
South Azimouthk building, 4, Chief Astronomer’s house, 5,
transit house, 6, Geodetic Survey building, 7, "Red Barn",
8, North Azimouth building. (Courtesy, J. H. Heddscn.}
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Observatory floor plan, A-main floor,
B-second floor, C-basement

11 Plan of the Domnion Cbservatory in 1906. (Departnent of
the Interior, Report of the Chief Astrononmer, 1905, App. 1.)
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12 The Dominion Observatory, the tower. (Department of Energy
Mines and Resources, 1992.)
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FACADE SEPTENTRIONALE DE L'OBSERVATOIRE.

L3 The Paris Observatory. (Histoire de 1’CObservatoire de Paris
de sa founation & 1793 [Paris: Gauthier—Villars, Imprimeur-—

Libraire de 1’Ecole Polvtechnigque du Bureau des ILongitudes,
1902.)
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14 The Greenwich Observatory, London. (The Royal Observatory,

at Greenwich [London: Her Maljesty’s Staticnary Office,
1986], n.p..)

15 The David Dunlop Observatory, Toronto; built 1933.
(Jarrell, The Cold Light of Dawn, n.p..)
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The "Observatory Campus" in 19
Photo Equiteorial building, 3
former Dominion Astronomer’s house
6, Geodetic Survey building, 7, "

building.

showing:

OTTAWA, ONTARTO
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65 1 cbservatory,
, South Azimouth building,
, 5, former transit house,
Red Barn", 8, Geophysics



